
                                               PRESENTATION DE L'ANGLAIS EN CPGE SCIENTIFIQUES 

Le coefficient de l’anglais aux concours est déterminant. 

→ Les épreuves sont spécifiques :   

- Toutes les écoles (sauf Mines-Ponts) :  une synthèse de 400 à 600 mots à rédiger en anglais, à partir de trois ou 

quatre documents de langue anglaise et de natures diverses (extraits de presse, de romans, d'essais, documents 

iconographiques, graphiques, etc.) 

- Mines-ponts : deux questions d'expression (reformulation et essai à partir d’un article de presse) + un thème 

(traduction d'un texte journalistique ou littéraire du français à l’anglais) 

→  Les thèmes d'étude sont variés et liés à l'actualité. Il est impératif que les élèves travaillent leur anglais, lisent et 

écoutent la presse anglo-saxonne très régulièrement.  

En plus des 2 heures de cours, des oraux fréquents (appelés «khôlles») permettent un suivi individualisé des élèves.  

 

 

Pour les élèves les plus faibles, il s’agit en priorité de 

combler les lacunes grammaticales et lexicales le plus 

rapidement possible. Un site pour vous aider :  

https://www.e-anglais.com/ 

 

Un manuel de grammaire obligatoire pour tous : 

Maîtriser la grammaire anglaise à l’écrit et à l’oral, Michèle Malavieille et Wilfrid Rotgé, Hatier (2013) 

 

Tout au long des deux années de classes préparatoires, il s’agit de multiplier les contacts avec la langue anglaise.  

1) Read, listen to or watch the news in English as often as possible. The Internet made it possible! 

UK : The BBC, The Guardian, The Economist, The Huffington Post, Channel 4 News, etc. 

USA : NPR, PBS News, The New York Times, The Washington Post, VOA, The Atlantic, etc. 

Why not subscribe to a magazine or a newspaper?  

Here are the subscriptions according to your level : 

    ELEMENTARY : Vocable / INTERMEDIATE :  Time, Newsweek, New Scientist /  

 ADVANCED : The Guardian Weekly, The Economist  

(the full digital access will allow you to read and listen to each week's edition) 

 

2) Watch movies and series in English, with or without English subtitles. French subtitles are forbidden! 
Movies: The following selection corresponds to our topics in scientific preparatory classes. 

Interstellar, The Martian, Gravity, Gattaca, Apollo 13, Selma, Dc Strangelove, 12 Angry Men,  Divergent (that you can read for free 

online beforehand!), To Kill A Mockingbird, Malcom X, We Want Sex Equality, Philadelphia, Erin Brockovich, Hawking, Minority 

Report, The Social Network, Okja, Ex Machina, Imitation Game, A.I., Her, Soylent Green, Minority Report, Arrival, The Circle, Bread 

and Roses, Ready Player One, We need to talk about Kevin, The Last Black Man in San Francisco, Into the Wild, Dark Waters, Don’t 

Look Up!, etc.  

Documentaries:  

13th, American Factory, The Great Hack, The Central Park Five, Knock Down House, Becoming, Outfoxed, Super Size Me, 

Citizenfour, Home, Food Inc., An Inconvenient Truth, Bowling for Columbine, Inside Hurricane Katrina, Black Panthers 1968, The 

Social Dilemma, Return to Space, Breaking boundaries: the science of our planet and all the documentaries made by the BBC, 

Channel 4 News, The Economist, PBS News , NPR News, etc. available online for free on Youtube. 

Series :  

The Handmaid’s Tale, Black Mirror, Bodyguard, American Crime Story The people vs O. J Simpson, The West Wing, The Wire, Person 

of Interest, Sherlock, True Detective, Dear White People, The Crown, The Americans, When they see us, Derry Girls, Mrs America, 

etc. 

3) Read in English as often as possible : the C.D.I. has them all!  
Best-sellers: Harry Potter, Lord of the Rings, Twilight, Millenium, A Game of Thrones, The Hunger Games, The Hobbit, Divergent 
series, The Handmaid’s Tale, etc. 
Recent novels: The Hate U Give, Fahrenheit 451, The Power, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time, Miss Peregrine’s 
Home for Peculiar Children, Feed, The Absolute True Diary of a Part-time Indian, Through the woods, Americanah, A Promised Land, 
etc.   
Classics: Frankenstein, 1984, Brave New World, Lord of the Flies, Agatha Christie's novels : Death on the Nile, Murder on the Orient 
Express, Then there were none, tales by E. A. Poe, Doyle's Sherlock Holmes stories 
- Terry Pratchett's Discworld novels are brilliant : under the guise of fantasy narratives, they are hilarious satires of our 
contemporary world and tackle such themes as feminism, technology, medicine, tourism, etc. The first one is entitled The Colour of 
Magic. 

 

 

 


